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What are some of your 
current projects? 
Lately, I have been 

working as a director for a 
wonderful organization called 
the Nine O’Clock Players, an 
auxiliary of the Assistance 
League of Los Angeles that is 
a wonderful group of actors 
that has existed for almost 
ninety years. This adult group 
of actors produces two major 
musicals a year and enables 
12,000 disadvantaged children 
to experience the magic each 
year. I am also still involved 
with the Eco Hero Kids. My 
passion for the environment 
started when I was a kid and 
I have been involved in many 
projects through the Eco Hero 
Kids Foundation since 2010 
when I wrote an album of pop 
songs for kids performed by 
kids.  Eco Hero Kids’ newest 
project is working with a water 
management system to try to 
encourage Malibu residents to 
be mindful of their water use, 

which is so important because that is 
non-renewable resource. We need to 
be gentle to our planet.

5 How would you characterize 
your legacy? 
You get to watch families grow, 

kids mature, get married etc. I have par-
ents all the time telling me how much 
their children got out of doing theater 
and music in Malibu. 

sional and are working on finding their 
voice. Somewhere along the line, some-
one may have told a student they were 
too loud, or just to mouth the words in 
choir.  These are traumas. I deal with a 
lot of traumas that live in people’s bodies 
- not only about music or singing, but oth-
er emotional traumas that can be released 
through singing.  Singing can help break 
up those traumas, chip them, soften them, 
until they can move through the body. MM

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST

5 QUESTIONS FOR …

MALIBU’S MUSIC MASTER
JULIA HOLLAND

1 Can you tell us about 
your years at the      
Malibu Playhouse?  

At the Malibu Playhouse, I act-
ed, directed, produced and 
also served in many capaci-
ties from secretary, treasurer 
to managing director to ex-
ecutive director for 9 years 
through many regimes of 
boards of directors.” 

2 What drives you to 
teach Malibu’s youth? 
The best thing about 

working with the kids in Mal-
ibu is watching them grow up 
into beautiful adults and being 
proud that you may have had a 
tiny hand in that, and that you 
have been a good influence. 
You really establish strong 
bonds when working with art-
ists, young and old, because 
music touches your soul. Many 
singers and actors go on to do 
other things, but that disci-
pline they acquired, learning 
how to work as a team and the 
confidence they build carries them into 
adulthood. Living in a community like 
Malibu is so special because we are all so 
close.

3 Why do you also teach adults? 
Many [of my older and profes-
sional student] are working on 

their vocal technique and performance 
before they go into the studio to record. 
However, many others are non-profes-

Malibu Magazine interviewed local music teacher Julia Holland about her experience
teaching Malibu’s youth, her years with the Malibu Playhouse and current projects. 

JULIA HOLLAND Holland ran a children’s theater company in 
Malibu for thirteen years, founded Once Upon a Time Children’s 
Theatre and currently operates the Julia Holland Vocal Studio. 
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